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Golden age of railroads? 


JOLIET, Il. (UPI) — Craig Burroughs is not squaring off fora Special train to accommodate a 
Burroughs is not another magnate fight over customers with the nation’s shipper faced with the need to speed 
like Cornelius Vanderbilt, but his firm, major railroads. But he is buying | up an emergency shipment. 
is-buying short railroads because he branch lines in rural areas that have “We've become time competitive,” 
thinks the treins are in for a golden been abandoned or neglected. \ he said, adding that the firm also of- 
age. The firm three years ago bought _ fers prices lower or competitive with 
At a time when ost railroad ee ee Midle ee Railroad other railroads or trucking firms. 
i Trans Action recently purchased a 


much "Esckaze and net Mnt profit, Vidalia to Sain (9 2-mile railroad branch in southeast- 


Burroughs’ Trans Agtion Associates Burroughs said the firm’s business erm Towa, but the firm is still repair- 
hds bought two branch lines and is has doubled and one pulpwood ship- _ ing the tracks. It also is negotiating 
negotiating for others. ping firm has even eliminated using _—_ for a 74-mile line in Illinois. 

“T don’t mind being called an ideal- trucks and completily miies on the Burroughs cdmits initial repair 
ist,” said Burroumhs, 32. railroad. costs of the old, ofm long-abandoned 
a pat is a very misunderstood field The secret? ane Ta k as he ne G to 

endeavor. People have their U) supplies cut into 
stereotype opinion of the railroahs. PKS Ko SO Habis profits. 
When they could no longer ride faster “We've increcsml the frequengy of However, he says, “It is definitely 
trains, they thought railroads were service and changed the schedules to not a daydream,” he said. ’There is 
dying. ; fit the needs of our customers.” a need for preserving valuadie trans- 

“TI think the golden age for rail- He said the railroad is flexible portation services to areas that other- 


roghs is ahead of us.” enough to alter its schedule or run a _ Wise would not have them.” 


